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Sir Knights of Massachusetts and Rhode Islands 


The banners of Templary are really flying high in 1950$ This is the yeart With 123 

petitions received during Januar » we attained the highest record for any single 

month in twenty-three years. But this month the cover really blew offt One Hundred 
—eees 


and Seventy-one petitions in a single montht How many did YOU get? 


This year's Commander of Hugh de Payens Commandery, having tasted the raw meat of act- 
ive accomplishment , may now be hard to beate Sanehow I can't visualize Hugh de Payens 
with the bit in her teeth, really Slowing down to a wall, ~ even after April l, Not 
with an all time record within reach. And remembering the old fable of the tortoise 
and the hare. But such Ccmmanderies ag Sutton, St. Omer ,Gethsemane , Bethlehem ana 
Ivanhoe tasted that raw meat diet last year and any month now could open up the re- 
frigerator am really join the petition parade, Meanwhile Boston Caumandery, during 
the past four months, has moved from fifth to a clase third Place in total number of 
petitions, 


Corsider little Wilford, = which boasted three new members last year. A new Canmander 
began the current Templar year witha membership of 141 Sir Knights, = numerically 
ranking thirty-severth out of fifty-one. Starting off with the first York Rite Nite 
of the season, plus the will to do things, he has already reported no less than four- 
teen petitions within six months. There's a reasonbh Is YOUR C amnandery located in 
a less populous area than Milford? 


Nineteen Commanderics have already received more petitions, in six months, than were 
knighted by each dur i ng all of Tast year, = Commander ies 1, 5, 6, 7, 9, 11, 12, 15, 
20, 26, 30,33, 57, 40, 42, 48, 49, Sl and 53. Four in the Second Division, and four 
in the Eighth, aan . 


No Commander can afford to revert weakly to that transparent refuge of all sterile 
organizations, = "we seek quality, not quantit »" = unless he is prepared to nome two 
or three prospects who really have heen voluntarily passed up this year becaus> CF 
Sone disqualification. Otherwise he is oly "whistling in the dark," Any Caimandery 
failing to inject new blood, once in a while,is doomed to suffer the age-old fate of 


S11 in-breeding femily groups, What some of our Cammanderies really need is a blood 
transfusions aa 


The time has now arrived, in each Commandery, to calla meeting of the Member ship 
Jommittee, - the district sales managers of their particular areas. Their staws is 
not mere ly honorary} Under the active leadership of the Cammander, have thay m.d9 
actual contact with all mew Chapter members since September 1949? Thoy'1i never meet 


them on television} And incidentally, out of forty petitions printed on a recant 
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Hugh de Payens notice, twerty were Blue Lodge men just starting the Chaptert The 
woods are full of potential Knights Templar! Rhode Island with 16,153 Master Masons, 
has 5,365 Chapter Masons, and only 2265 Knights Templar; Massachusetts with 109,572 
Master Masons, has 23,457 Chapter Masons, but only 11,104 Knights Templar. Let nobody 
suggest tmt our mrket is oversold{ We want 1000 petitims this yeor,° = and we can 
have them for the asking, - if only sane twelve or fifteen more of our Cammanderies 
will stop walking backwards with their eyes shut. Let's forget that Pilgrim Penitent 
business for a month, - and qualify again as Christian Warriors} Dontt let any coach 
cone in to our football tecm, between the halves, and say “Are you ready for the sece- 
ond half, girls?" 


York Rite Nights are still being scheduled, = Providence York Rite Association 
March 10, Natick March 28, Athol March 29, Quincy March 31, Brockton April 6, New 
Bedford April 20, Cambridge May 12 end Chelsea May 26. But don't plan a York Rite 
Night unless you thereafter propose to close these half canpleted sales through act- 
ual contacts made by your Membership Committee. 


April first will be "All Fools Day" only to those Commanders who fail to take advant- 
age of the outstanding opportunity to start off a class of new candidates at Melrose 
with an initial impression of Templary thet will stay with them for maths to comee 
This joint presentation of the Red Cross and Malta, by Hugh de Payens and by De Molay 
Commander ies, in full costume and regalia, with adequate lighting, and special music, 
guarantees a display of Templar pageantry which of itself should attract and reward 
any hesitant prospect for membership in your Commandery. * 


If you receive an application too late to be printed on your March notice, but in 
time for ballot at your Morch Conclave, + don't hesitate to contact th Grand Recorder 
at once, by telephone, for a dispensation which I assure you will be granted. No 
potential Templar should be deprived of this outstanding opportunity to witness the 
beauty and drama of the Orders of Red Cross ard Malta on April 1, - Templary's 
"Red Cross Day" for 1950, Any petitioner who starts off his Templar career, imbued 
with an enthusiasm generated by partioipation in our Big Day at Melrose, will be an 
inspired asset in any Cammandery. Don't let him miss the boatt 


Grand Canmandery Ascension Sunda: Parade, on Sunday May 28, - Memorial Day weekend, - 
will be the largest Knights Templer Parade in New England in over fifteen years. 
Forty-nine out of the fifty-one Commonderies in Massachusetts and Rhode Island have 
already definitely agreed to be present with officers and banners as a minimum, It 
is earrestly hoped that eech and every Canmander will assure the presence of his ban- 
ners. A number of our smaller Cammanderies have made that minimum guarantee; their 
Grand Standards will not remain furled at Templary's calling of the roll for tle old 
Bay State end Rhode Island on May 28, 1950. Preliminary responses already made indi- 
cate a total of between 1718 and 1869 uniformed Sir Knights in line, representing 
forty-nine out of fifty-one Cammanderies. The seventy piece uniformed Shrine Band 

of Aleppo Temple will lead the parade. 


We know, that on Ascension Sundsy, your Cammandery will participate in this public 
manifestation of Christian unity and loyalty» The proud and militant spirit of New 
England Templary is neither dead nor dying. And you are a part of it, = whether you 
hold membership in e Commandery of seventy=-four Sir Knights or oe of nine hundred 
and thirty-nine. Stand up_and be countedt 


Yours with and in the Faith, 


Robert Gardiner Wilson,Jdr. 
Grand Canmander. 
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Why do we stress Templary so much? We 
stress Templary because we desire peace in 
our time. And there can be no place in 
Suis world of wanton greed until Christian 
“asons take up the sword of truth and wield 


it unflinchingly in the cause of human free- 
can and personal liberty of thought and act- 


ion. And yet, despite all arguments to the 
contrary, every Master Mason can avail hime 


self of the opportunity to advance in Mason- 


ry, through the Portal of Capitular initia- 
tion, then progress to that most revealing 
Doorway which all Christians look upon as 
the Gateway of direct revelation - better 
known as Templar Knighthood, 


OK OK Ok 


It is not easy to accept criticism - but it 
always pays, that is, the right sort of 
Griticisn. Most people who analyze the 
progress they have made can trace success 
to criticism given at a time and in a man-= 


ner that enabled them to improve their con- 


dition. Tobe helpful, criticism must be 
Ssonstructive; it isn't enough merely to be 


told what is wrong - one must be shown what ; 


is right. 
Criticism should be made on the basis of 
facts, after investigation; otherwise, we 


find ourselves in the awkward position, af-' 


ter hearing the other fellowts story, of 
owing him an apology. 


in the presence of associates, What could 


It should not be madé 


i MARK TWAIN THE iitSON 
‘Though his biographer made no mention 
iof it, Mark Twain (Samuel L.Clemens) was 
a member of the Masonic Fraternity, end 
there is a bronze memorial tablet in the 
city of Hannibal, Missour i, to this ef- 
fect, It was dedicated to him not as a 
citizen and humorist, but to Mark Twain, 
‘the Freemason, who was a member of Polar 
Star Lodge Noe 79 of St. Louis. The min» 
utes of the Lodge show thet he was prompt= 
ed to solicit Freemasonry "by a favorable 
opinion cénceived of the institutim, a 
desire for knowledge, and a sincere wish 
of being serviceable to his fellow crea- 
tures," 

ok ok ok 
The ultimate purpose of Masonic educa- 
tion is to reach the HEART, the symbol of 
our emotional nature, and thus to INFIU- 
_ENCE CONDUCT in the direction of right 
acting in all the relationships of life. 
There is a vast difference between HEAD 
KNOWLEDGE and HEART WISDCM. Templar 
Masonry doss appeal to the intellect of 
the thoughtful Mason. It makes that ap- 
peal however, not in a cold, abstract 
‘Manner, but ina way that is calculated 
to stir the feelings of a Mason and a- 
! rouse his emotions to live in accardance 
with its teachings. 


i 
we Kk * 


more effectively destroy the value of crit-! 


icism than for the person criticized to be 
needlessly embarrassed? If made in a 


friendly and constructive manner it is wel= 


comed by all people who wish to get ahead 
and to profit by their mistakes, 


Kok Re & 
iid it ever occur to you that criticism, 
iike charity, might well begin at hane? 
ok Kk 


‘ften it pays to make sure 
and then = keep still. 


WR Kok 


you are right, 


You are an old-timer if you can remember 
when = any Cammandery had over 50 peti- 
tions in one and the same mcnth. At 
their Febrvary Conelave, Hugh de Payens 
#20 of Melrose balloted upon 53 new can= 
didates, 


Landmarks are not theories or ideas pro-~ 

duced by thinking, but are actual and con= 

crete practices which a Mason can observe, 
and in which every Mason participates. 


mk mH 


! s sae 
The man who is waiti 


ng for sanething to 
turn 


up might start on his shirt sleeves, 
OK ok 


Keep your face to the sunshine a 
cannot see the shadow, 


nd you 


* wk ok ok 


War your learning, like your watch, in 
your pocket and don't pull it out merely 
to show that you have ite 

* oR Ok Ok 


It is the man, and not Mesonry, that is 
honored by membership, 
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The following is suggested as a talk or a 
charge to the Candidate by the Commander 
following The Order of the Temple; 


Sir Knight: You are now a member of the 
greatest no-denominational Christian or- 
ganization in the whole world, and as Came 
mander, let me congratulate yo on this 
step which may well be a turning point in 
your life. What a power for good it could 
ve if every member realized his duties and 
responsibilities. Your contribution to 
Templary will be gauged by the amount of 
thought and effort you put into "the prac- 
tice of the Christian virtues" upon which 
our Order is founded. Let me emphasize 

the word "practice," You may attend the 
Conclaves, wear the uniform and carry a 
card, but you are not a true Knight Templar 
without "practice." Just how you do that is 
up to you, Templary's only textbook is the 
Bible. By attendance at tle Coclaves, ym 
will becomes associated with the highest 
type of msn in your community, and I om sure 
we will be glad to have you assist in the 
work, But whether or not you take an act= 
ive part, you still have a duty to perform. 
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Historic records and authentic dates 
prove that there is a direct organic, as 
well as spiritual connection between the 
modern Order of Knights Templar and the 
medieval Order. The present members of th 
Masonic Knights Templar are the "Spiritus! 
Heirs of the Ancient Templars, the found- 
ers of Christian Knighthood in Jerusalem 
in 1118, which makes the year of 1950 the 
932nd Anniversary of the organization. 
Chivalric Freemasonry, or the present 
Order of Knights Templar, as now repre- 
sented in the Grand Encampment of the 
United States of America, offers cons id- 
erable interml evidence to show this or~ 
ganic connecting link between the modern 
and ancient Templars, all defenders of 
the Christian religion. 

FIRST, there is the name of "Knights 
emplar” used by the founders in 1118. 
SECOND, the Ritualistic Ceremonies, based 
on vows to practice the Christian vir- 
tues,and wage war against the enemies of 
Jesus Christ, 

THIRD, preserving and bearing the Beau- 
seant, the kattle-flag of those ancient 


Kneeling at the base of the Triangle, you agec hristian Warriors,andusing their sacred 


sumed the duties of a true and faithful fol- 
lower of the Cross. 

‘As Christ came to the Jews, telling them 
that the strict observance of the Law of 
Moses was not enough, so Templary canes to 
Masonry saying that belief in a Supreme Be- 
ing is not enoughe He gave them, in the 
Sermon on the Mount, a practical way of 
living and a new Commandment: "Love They 
Neighbor as Thyself." He taught that the 
Kingdom of Heaven is within each one of us, 
here and now. It is my belief that the 
invisible, intangible, but very real sae- 
thing we call life, is God, the Christ Spir- 
it, within us. As Soldiers of the Cross, 
let us turn for orders to the Great Capt- 
ain of our Salvation, the Spirit withine 
Take time to be quiet and listen for the 
"still, small voice within.s" Get your 
marching orders and go forwardl 


ok ok 
Some men have thousands of reasons why 


they can't do saething, when all they need 
is one reason why they cane 


* he ke 


If you can see sane good in everybody, ale 
most everybody will see sane god in yous 


words and mottoes on ow present bamers, 
emblazoned with the Passion Cross. 
FOURTH, the emblems and symbolism of the 
medieval Orders are exemplified by the 
present Order of Christian Knighthoode 
FIFTH, across 832 years the greatest and 
strongest connecting link is the golden- 
chain of the Christian religim. This 
golden-chain of the teachings of Jesus 
Christ has no "missing links" of the his- 
tory of Christian zeal and devotim. This 
golden-chain represents the spiritual 
wealth of Christian Knighthood stretching 
across the centuries to canfort and in- 
spire men who believe in the divine mes- 
sages of Jesus Christ. 


be mk 


Knowledge is a vast collection of facts, 
but wisdan is that which knows how to 
use these facts ina practical way in 
everyday lifes 

ey % % 
Yor failures won't harm you until you 
begin blaming them on the other fellows 


ee eK 


Make pramises sparingly, end keep them 
faithfully, no matter what it costs you. 
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FIRSE HALF 

COMMANDERY OF YEAR _ 
St. Johns 22 3 
Boston 36 17 
Newburyport 7 3 
Washington . 2 = 
pessoas county 33 oy 
Springfie 2 

olay It 
Holy Sepulchre 3 dX 
Pilgrin 21 pe 
Palestine . 3 z 
Milford 10 \. 
St. Bernard 6 os 
Calvary 1) Rh 
Hawerhiil 8 a 
Old Colony 1 - 
Sutton 2 3 
Beth: 3 2 
Winslow Lewis i = 


Jerugalen 3 2 
Hugh de Payens 1 

St. Omer 

Berkshire 

Conn. Valley 
Woonsocket 

odfrey de Boullion 
Joseph Warren 
Narragansett 
Bristol 
Northampton 

South Shore 


r cy 
Natick 
Coeur de Lion. 
Gethsemane 
Olivet 
Athol 
Bay State 
Cyrpus 
St. Paul 
Beauseant 
Cambridge 
Bethlehen 
Orange 


pat 


QE 
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us 
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I oe , ’ 
ging 


Temple 

St. Andrew 

Reading — 

f, S. Webb 

Sir Galahad 
Winthrap 


3 
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ACCUMOLATIVE 
MONTHS 50 i 8 . 
Sept. 52 5 es 38 
Oct 1 12 129 Ob 
Novo. pee 186 202 152 
Dee, 26 276 264 223 
Jano 391 a7 28 292 
Feb, 562 77 OF 2 
° 550 491 44 
May rap «koe 
Jane 993 705 656 
A FH ae a ee ae ae ae af ae ae ae ea ae ae ae ae a ae ae ae oe te 
bc UE BaD 2 as. 
HUGH DE. payee = oh 
DE MOLAY 
Boston 53 
Worcester County 37 
St. Johns a5 
Gethsemane 83 
Pilgrim 22 
Springfield 21 
PERCENTAGE WISE 
Hugh de Payens 26,8 
Milford 9, Hd 
De Molay 94. 
Natick 9.3 
femple 90 
St. Bernard 8,0 
Pilerin 6 3 
Reading 6o. 
Gethsemane 6% 
Winthrop 603 
Worcester 5.9 
Boston So? 
Trinity 552 
Northampton ce 
ae Ne tcrc re 
whurypor oll 
opringfield WoL 
5t. Johns 349 
Cambridge 307 
Old Colony 362 
T. Se Webb 300 
Sir Galahad oan 
Massachusetts £6 
Rhode Island 203 


Courteously yours, 
FRANK E. WILSON, P.@.C, 
Chairman 


